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Staff photo by Bob Hammerstrom

Sheila K. Jones, aka, Sheila Mitchell, left, and neighbor Deb Garman talk Tuesday about a 
Hudson realtor who they say kept their mortgage payments rather than paying down their 
mortgages with investors in the Sunshine Drive properties in Hudson. In an unrelated 
incident, Jones faces charges in Las Vegas that she stole $550,000 from a lending company 
while working as an escrow officer. 

Wednesday, December 23, 2009 

Police say Hudson woman stole $550k 

By ASHLEY SMITH

Staff Writer

A Hudson woman is set to stand trial in Las Vegas next month on charges that she stole 
$550,000 from a lending company while working as an escrow officer several years ago. 
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Sheila K. Jones, 46, of 13B Sunshine Drive in Hudson, has pleaded not guilty to charges of 
felony theft and insurance fraud and is free on $10,000 bond pending the Jan. 19 trial. 
Conditions of the bond agreement did not prevent her from leaving Nevada, where she lived 
before moving to Hudson this past summer.

“If she doesn’t show, in this particular variety of an incident, we’ll come get her,” said Peter 
Dustin, a fraud investigator with the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department. 

Jones is accused of stealing the $550,000 from an escrow account that she opened to hold 
proceeds from the sale of a $650,000 Las Vegas home. She’s also accused of lying to an 
insurance company by telling them the deed had or would be paid off, according to an 
indictment handed down by the Clark County District Attorney in Las Vegas.

The alleged theft occurred between Dec. 8, 2006, and March 29, 2007.

Reached Tuesday, Jones and her lawyer said it wasn’t Jones who committed the thefts, but 
employees who were working for her. Jones owned an escrow company, but handed control of 
the company to employees after the sudden death of her 21-year-old daughter, she said. 

Jones’ lawyer, T. Augustas Claus of Las Vegas-based Legal Resource Group, said one of Jones’ 
employees has already pleaded guilty to stealing and is in jail. He said it is unfortunate that 
the state doesn’t think that is relevant to the case. 

Dustin said the case against Jones, who has several aliases, is significant as far as one-time 
thefts go but doesn’t rise to the level of some of the major mortgage schemes that have 
taken place in the last few years in Las Vegas, where the housing market collapse and 
foreclosure crisis have led to a dramatic increase in mortgage fraud. 

“For a single instance, one single event, it’s a major league case,” Dustin said. “For an overall 
scheme in the real estate and mortgage industry, it’s not that much.”

In early 2008, Las Vegas police dubbed the mortgage fraud case as the largest to date for 
their financial crimes unit, according to The Las Vegas Review-Journal.

Jones, who is currently going by the name Sheila Mitchell, called The Telegraph last week to 
complain about the Hudson real estate agent who provided owner financing for her unit in a 
duplex. Her husband, Garlan Troy Mitchell, has since filed a lawsuit in Nashua District Court 
against the agent, Matthew Trudel, for $14,000 in real estate earnest money. 

Garlan Troy Mitchell signed a purchase and sales agreement with Trudel in May to buy the 
newly-constructed three bedroom unit. Trudel, who owned the property, agreed to carry the 
mortgage for one year while Mitchell made payments. The deal called for Mitchell to secure 
his own financing by July 30, 2010, and transfer the deed.

In an interview with The Telegraph in her home last week, Jones claimed she and Mitchell lost 
their $4,800 deposit when the property was sold at a foreclosure auction in October. She 
argued that Trudel should return the deposit since he no longer owns the property, and said 
she wants the new owner, investor William MacLeod of Methuen, Mass., to honor the 
agreement, despite the fact that he has initiated eviction proceedings. 

Reached Tuesday, Trudel declined to comment on the situation. When he signed the purchase 
and sales agreement with Mitchell, Trudel was broker and owner of Hudson-based Trudel 
Group. He has since signed on as an agent in the Hudson office of Methuen, Mass-based 
Coco, Early & Associates.

Trudel has also lost some of the neighboring properties on Sunshine Drive to foreclosure, 
including units 14A and 14B in another duplex and an empty lot. 

Debra Garman, 41, a teacher who lives with her family in 14A, claims Trudel owes her $3,900 
for the security deposit and first month’s rent. She also said he hasn’t finished all of the 
construction on the property as promised. The unit was new last spring when Garman moved 
in, signing a lease agreement with an option to buy. 

It’s unclear why Mitchell is suing Trudel for $14,400, nearly three times the amount he and 
Jones claim they are owed. 

The Telegraph was not aware of Jones’ pending Las Vegas trial during the Dec. 15 interview in 
her home. 

Jones was arrested by Las Vegas police in January 2008. At the time, she was using the alias 
Sheila K. Williams. The department called a news conference to discuss the charges, 
highlighting the case as a prime example of a growing problem with mortgage fraud in the 
wake of the foreclosure crisis, the Review-Journal reported.

Jones was indicted in October 2008, but the trial has been postponed twice.

A representative from Las Vegas’ Clark County district attorney’s office said Tuesday that the 
prosecutor is leaning toward moving forward with the case this time since it has already been 
pushed back twice at Jones’ request. A final decision will be made Jan. 13 and will depend of 
the office’s case load. 

Ashley Smith can be reached at 594-6446 or asmith@nashuatelegraph.com.
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